
 

Sent via email: chelleade@yahoo.com 

 

7 March 2017 

 

Attention:  Rochelle Payne 
 

Dear Rochelle 

Request for further information under section 92 of the Resource Management 

Act 1991 

Application number: 52051 

Applicant: Joel and Rochelle Payne 

Proposed activity: Application for on-site wastewater discharge permit  

Site address: 119 & 117a First View Avenue, Beachlands 

 
Thank you for the recent responses to the clarifications requested in regards to the proposed on-
site wastewater treatment and disposal system.  Having reviewed and considered all the 
information presented to date it is still considered that additional information is required to allow 
the Council to complete its assessment of the wastewater discharge application.   
 
Given the critical nature of the proposed on-site wastewater treatment and disposal system and 
process to the overall success of your project, including the avoidance of adverse effects on the 
environment, it is again recommended that you engage a suitably qualified and experienced 
practioner to assess and contribute to the evaluation/design of the wastewater treatment and 
disposal aspect of your proposal.  It is suggested a suitably qualified and experienced practioner 
would be a consultant who is experienced in wastewater engineering, soil assessment and 
hydrogeology.  Their task would be to identify the actual and potential adverse effects of the 
discharge on the environment, and to confirm that they will be less than minor.  In particular the 
following is required: 
 
-       Assessment of the site soil morphology in accordance with TP58 or AS/NZS 1547 to confirm 

soil category and recommended maximum discharge rates. 
-      Assessment of peak groundwater levels and water chemistry. 
-      Assessment of the effluent movement through the soils following discharge and likely effluent 

plumes. 
-      Recommended design amendments to ensure effluent plumes do not intersect subsurface 

drainage structures or confirmation that soil residence times (i.e. in ground treatment) before 
intersection are such that any effects on groundwater collected by these structure will be less 
than minor. 

-      Recommendations as to monitoring of site soils, groundwater and downstream surface waters 
to confirm effects (if proposal proceeds) are less than minor. 

 
At present our preliminary assessment is that the proposal may well lead to the discharge of 
wastewater in a manner that could lead to more than minor adverse effects on neighbours and 
downstream environments (public health), as well on surface water (stormwater contamination) 
and groundwater.  Whilst there could be engineering solutions, it is also considered that a staged 
approach to the development may be needed, along with details of a robust monitoring system.  
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This is due to the innovative design, the size of the proposed development, the relatively small site 
area involved,  and also taking into account the history of on-site wastewater treatment and 
disposal systems failing over time as a result of operational and maintenance limitations.   
 
The additional information requested will assist Council in making a determination on your 
application and to ensure that actual and potential adverse effects on the environment, including 
the risk to public health, are avoided.   
 
We would be happy to meet with you and your expert advisor(s) to discuss further this aspect of 
your proposal. 
 
We look forward to receiving the aforementioned further information, to enable us to complete the 
processing of your application. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Celeste Cupido 

Intermediate Planner 

 


